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Three-fold purpose of the rapture: 
 

To RESCUERESCUE believers from God's wrath.  
        1 Thessalonians 1:9-10 
 

To REWARDREWARD and judge the believer.  
                2 Corinthians 5:10 
 

To REMOVEREMOVE the Spirit of God. 
              2 Thessalonians 2:7 
 

The chronology of the rapture: 
 

1.  There will be a RETURNRETURN. 
“For the Lord Himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command, with 
the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of God.” 
                    1 Thessalonians 4:16a 

2.  There will be a RESURRECTIONRESURRECTION.  
“And the dead in Christ will rise first.”                 1 Thessalonians 4:16b 
 

3.  There will be a RAPTURERAPTURE.   
“After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up together with 
them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air and so we will be with the Lord 
forever. ”          1 Thessalonians 4:17 

4.  There will be a REUNIONREUNION.  
 

 

How does God want me to  

respond to His return? 
 

God wants my life to be PUREPURE.  
“Since everything will be destroyed in this way, what kind of people ought you to 
be? You ought to live holy and godly lives.”          2 Peter 3:11 
 

Result: I LIVELIVE right! 
 

God wants my life to be at PEACEPEACE.  
“So then, dear friends, since you are looking forward to this, make every effort to 
be found spotless, blameless and at peace with Him.”         2 Peter 3:14 
 

Result: I FEELFEEL right! 
 

God wants my life to be PREPAREDPREPARED.  
“So you also must be ready, because the Son of Man will come at an hour when 
you do not expect Him.”        Matthew 24:44 
 

Result: I AMAM right!  
 

 

 

 

On Screen 
“For they themselves report what kind of reception you gave us. They tell how 
you turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God, and to wait for His 
Son from heaven, whom He raised from the dead—Jesus, who rescues us from 
the coming wrath.”       1 Thessalonians 1:9-10 
 
“For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each of us 
may receive what is due us for the things done while in the body, whether good 
or bad.”                 2 Corinthians 5:10 
 
“For the secret power of lawlessness is already at work; but the One who now 
holds it back will continue to do so till he is taken out of the way.”   
              2 Thessalonians 2:7 

 

 

 

 

Rapture Ready 
 1 Corinthians 15: 51-53 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Three views concerning the rapture: 

POSTPOST-tribulation view: the rapture of the church and the 
second coming of Christ are the same. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
On Screen: 

 

“Listen, I tell you a mystery: We will not all sleep, but we will all be 
changed—in a flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the 

trumpet will sound, the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be 
changed.  For the perishable must clothe itself with the imperishable, 

 and the mortal with immortality.” 
 1 Corinthians 15: 51-53 

The Rapture of the Church     The Second Coming of Christ 

Christ returns in the AIRAIR           

     (1Thessalonians 4:17)                                             

Christ returns to the EARTHEARTH 

     (Zechariah 14:4,5) 

The rapture brings COMFORTCOMFORT  

     (1Thessalonians 4:18)                                                      

The second coming brings JUDGEMENTJUDGEMENT 

     (Revelations 19:15) 

The rapture concerns the CHURCHCHURCH       

     (1Thessalonians 4:14,16)                                        

The second coming concerns ISRAELISRAEL 

     (Zechariah 12:2-9) 

The rapture changes the  

BODYBODY of BELIEVERSBELIEVERS   

     (1 Corinthians 15:51-53)                                                                                              

The second coming changes the     

HEARTSHEARTS of JEWSJEWS 

     (Zechariah 12:10) 

MIDMID-tribulation view: the rapture will take place half way 
through the tribulation period. 
 

PREPRE-tribulation view: the rapture will take place prior to the 
start of the tribulation. 
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Three-fold purpose of the rapture: 
 

To ____________ believers from God's wrath.  
        1 Thessalonians 1:9-10 
 

To ____________ and judge the believer.  
                2 Corinthians 5:10 
 

To ____________ the Spirit of God. 
            2 Thessalonians 2:7 
 

The chronology of the rapture: 
 

1.  There will be a ____________. 
“For the Lord Himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command, with 
the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of God.” 
                    1 Thessalonians 4:16a 

2.  There will be a ____________.  
“And the dead in Christ will rise first.”                 1 Thessalonians 4:16b 
 

3.  There will be a ____________.   
“After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up together with 
them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air and so we will be with the Lord 
forever. ”          1 Thessalonians 4:17 

4.  There will be a ____________.  
 

 

How does God want me to  

respond to His return? 
 

God wants my life to be ____________.  
“Since everything will be destroyed in this way, what kind of people ought you to 
be? You ought to live holy and godly lives.”          2 Peter 3:11 
 

Result: I ____________ right! 
 

God wants my life to be at ____________.  
“So then, dear friends, since you are looking forward to this, make every effort to 
be found spotless, blameless and at peace with Him.”         2 Peter 3:14 
 

Result: I ____________ right! 
 

God wants my life to be ____________.  
“So you also must be ready, because the Son of Man will come at an hour when 
you do not expect Him.”        Matthew 24:44 
 

Result: I ____________ right!  
 

 

 

 

On Screen 
“For they themselves report what kind of reception you gave us. They tell how 
you turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God, and to wait for His 
Son from heaven, whom He raised from the dead—Jesus, who rescues us from 
the coming wrath.”       1 Thessalonians 1:9-10 
 
“For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each of us 
may receive what is due us for the things done while in the body, whether good 
or bad.”                 2 Corinthians 5:10 
 
“For the secret power of lawlessness is already at work; but the One who now 
holds it back will continue to do so till he is taken out of the way.”   
              2 Thessalonians 2:7 

 

 

 

 

Rapture Ready 
 1 Corinthians 15: 51-53 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Three views concerning the rapture: 

__________-tribulation view: the rapture of the church and 
the second coming of Christ are the same. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
On Screen: 

 

“Listen, I tell you a mystery: We will not all sleep, but we will all be 
changed—in a flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the 

trumpet will sound, the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be 
changed.  For the perishable must clothe itself with the imperishable, 

 and the mortal with immortality.” 
 1 Corinthians 15: 51-53 

The Rapture of the Church     The Second Coming of Christ 

Christ returns in the __________           
     (1Thessalonians 4:17)                                             

Christ returns to the __________ 
     (Zechariah 14:4,5) 

The rapture brings __________  
     (1Thessalonians 4:18)                                                      

The second coming brings __________ 
     (Revelations 19:15) 

The rapture concerns the __________       
     (1Thessalonians 4:14,16)                                        

The second coming concerns _______ 
     (Zechariah 12:2-9) 

The rapture changes the  
__________ of __________   
     (1 Corinthians 15:51-53)                                                                                              

The second coming changes the 
__________ of __________ 
     (Zechariah 12:10) 

__________-tribulation view: the rapture will take place 
half way through the tribulation period. 
 

__________-tribulation view: the rapture will take place 
prior to the start of the tribulation. 


